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STATE ECONOMY — JOB CREATION 

305. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Premier: 
I note that the government’s website Our Priorities has been shut down. Can the Premier confirm that that means that 
his government no longer has an economic plan or a target of creating 150 000 jobs at a time when Western Australia 
needs them the most? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I made that announcement nine weeks ago, I think. We were so open about it that we put out a press release and put 
it on our website. The Liberal Party of Western Australia did not notice that. It has taken it nine weeks to notice it. 
Clearly, the greatest economic crisis in 100 years has impacted on things in Western Australia. We decided to make 
some changes to things that were in place, so that website is now completely suspended, as I think any right-thinking 
or reasonable person would expect. Over the course of the last 10 weeks, we have announced numerous measures 
to cut taxes, bring forward infrastructure and support industry and the workforce. We have worked cooperatively 
with the other states and the commonwealth government to support industry in Western Australia and to support 
incomes, and we are working towards implementing further measures to support the economy over the coming 
months and years. But it will be a long road out of this. It is not an easy thing to do or an easy situation to get out 
of. Essentially, the Western Australian government supported industry, in many ways, to a higher degree than any 
other state did. When there were national moves to shut down certain industries, we resisted. With the mining 
industry, we said no. With other parts of industry, we said no, they are not to be shut down. We found ways for them 
to continue to operate. We have supported the economy, and the Western Australian economy, in better and more 
productive ways than have the other states. One of the things we did over recent weeks was say that we wanted to 
liberalise within Western Australian borders to a higher degree than we otherwise would, and the reason we could do 
that is that we have a hard border with the east. We said that infected people from New South Wales and Victoria, 
whoever they may be, should be kept out. We have a different point of view from that of the Liberal Party. The 
Liberal Party wants to bring down the hard border with the east. That is clear. We have a more safety-conscious 
approach for Western Australians, and we also have the view that by keeping the border in place for some months 
to come, we can more easily liberalise and support economic activity within Western Australia than we otherwise 
could. We think that is the right way forward for Western Australia. It is the safer way forward. Unfortunately, the 
Liberal Party seems to be following the lead of the New South Wales Premier. It is not safe and it is grossly irresponsible. 
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